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TASTING NOTES

Winery notes (2022 Vintage)

"Intense ruby colour with a pronounced, deep aroma. A nose of dark cherry, black plums, wild thyme and gentle oak spice. A
bold, concentrated and balanced palate, with dark fruits, mushroom, dried spices and gentle wood flavours. Scrumptious
textures with a gripping but lush mouthfeel, balanced acidity, gum coating tannin and a long refined finish. A truly special
wine that reflects our viticultural, winemaking and lifestyle practices. Incredible drinking now but well worth cellaring for 10+
years."

5 Stars & 96/100 Sam Kim, Wine Orbit, April 2025 (2022 Vintage)

"Impressively complex and enticing, the bouquet shows dark plum, wild strawberry, thyme, porcini, cured meat, and hazelnut
aromas. The concentrated palate exhibits plush texture and expansive mouthfeel, superbly framed by beautifully melded
tannins, simultaneously making it sumptuous and refined with a sustained, gratifying finish. At its best: now to 2035."

Rated Outstanding & 95/100 Cameron Douglas MS (2022 Vintage)

"Great colour and brightness with a bouquet to match, there's power and richness with scents of ripe red berry fruits and new
barrel spices, smoke and draw. Aromas of dried raspberry and plum, violet and rose, then a mineral clay and stony soil
quality. Delicious on the palate with noticeable textures from tannins and acidity framing the core fruit flavours very nicely.
An impactful wine with complexity and tension, lengthy and purity. Best drinking from 2027 through 2034+."

5 Stars & 95/100 Candice Chow, Wine Chat
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(2022 Vintage)
"Dense, finely-woven tannins frame the black fruit, thyme and mushroom, unfolding cinnamon, nutmeg spices along with
fragrant black tea, bound by lacy acidity, linger and allure a satisfying long finish."

93/100 Susie Barrie MW & Peter Richards MW (UK), Susie & Peter New Zealand Wines of the Year 2026 (2022
Vintage)

"Only 80 cases of this wine were made, as opposed to 300 of the Ballasalla. Although the clonal material is different,
winemaking is similar, with de-stemming followed by fermentation with indigenous yeast. The other key difference is that the
Orchard Block spends 18 months in French oak, 30% of which is new. There’s definitely more evolution in this slightly older
wine and a lovely Burgundian feel to its earthy, foresty dried red fruit aromas and flavours, more Nuits-Saint-Georges than
Chambolle. The extra oak influence is also apparent in its creamy, rounded texture."
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