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CRAGGY RANGE SOPHIA MERLOT /
CABERNETS 2024

] *Huﬁ $160
OUTSTANDING The Real Review
Product Code: 5532 Closure: Screw Cap
Country: New Zealand Unit: Each
Region: Hawkes Bay Volume: 750ml
Sub Region: Gimblett Alcohol: 14.5%
Gravels
Grape: 79% Merlot,
Style: Red 14% Cabernet
Franc, 7%
Variety: Cabernet / Cabernet
Merlot Blend Sauvignon
Producer: Craggy Range
‘y New Free Shipping Click &
I Zealand for Christchurch Collect
4 Wide orders $150.00 available
Delivery and over

TASTING NOTES

Winery notes (2024 Vintage)

"Our Prestige wines represent the pinnacle of our terroir and winemaking, meticulously crafted from select blocks of our
single vineyard estates.The 2024 release marks our 25th harvest, and the first vintage guided by Chief Winemaker Ben
Tombs.

Sophia, the height of elegance and longevity, predominantly showcases Merlot, complemented by Cabernet Franc, and a
portion of Cabernet Sauvignon. Crafted at our Giants Estate Winery, Sophia embodies opulence and ripe flavours with a
tannin structure supporting extensive ageing. With vines now over 25 years old, our distinct Merlot blocks contribute aromatic
elegance and plush power. Evolving winemaking techniques yield depth and balance with silk-laden tannins accentuated by
elevated perfume."”

5 Stars & 96/100 Stephen Wong MW, The Real Review (2024 Vintage)

"Packed with dense layers of blackberry, blackcurrant, truffle, leather and smoky oak, this brooding and backward red is
seriously concentrated and structured. Very submerged yet firm, structural tannins provide a framework for the intense and
long flavours of black fruit, olive, cocoa and warm earth to unfold over the impressive finish. A seam of vibrant acidity runs
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right through the wine, carrying more vital elements of redcurrant, floral and tangy freshness to balance the power and
densityon display. One for the long haul, yet it should be approachable on the earlier side, if desired, especially if oak doesn't
bother you. Serious stuff."

Rated Outstanding & 96/100 Cameron Douglas MS, July 2026 (2024 Vintage)

"Ripe and voluptuous with signatures of dark berries and plums, nettles and blackberry, new wood, new leather, wood smoke
and stony dark clay earth ideas. Violets and plum, clove and vanilla, a bouquet of power and concentration, ripeness and
intention. Full-bodied, firm and dry, equal power from fruit and alcohol, new wood, tannins and acidity deliver a wine of
urgency then pause, concentration of fruit then acidity. A lengthy and complex finish, a wine to let settle and develop with
best drinking from 2032 through 2040+."

95/100 Andrew Caillard MW (2024 Vintage)

"Medium deep crimson. Classical blackcurrant pastille, dark plum aromas with mocha/ vanilla notes. Beautifully balanced
wine with inky smooth cassis, black cherry pastille fruits, fine grainy tannins and well-balanced mocha vanilla notes. Finishes
cedar firm and long with plentiful mineral notes. A singular claret style with lovely depth, richness and vigour."

95/100 Ken Garegett, WinePilot.com, August 2026 (2024 Vintage)

"From the Gimblett Gravels sub-region in Hawkes Bay, Merlot (79%) is always dominant in this wine, supported by Cabernet
Franc (14%) and Cabernet Sauvignon (7%). Each block of fruit used was matured separately in French oak before blending
took place and the final wine then spent a further six months in oak. Another in the brilliant assembly of Craggy Range wines
from the 2024 vintage, for me, the best collection they have ever released.

Deep blood red with a dark crimson edge, the nose exhibits aromas of plums, tobacco leaves, chocolate, cedar, warm earth,
mushrooms, coffee grinds, aniseed, leather, animal skins and blackberries. There is savouriness here, but everything is kept
well in check. A wine of power and focus with great intensity and direction, there is a line of bright acidity running the full
journey through to the sleek tannins on a lingering and persistent finish. Enjoy over the next twenty years."

94/100 Tom Kline, WinePilot.com, August 2026 (2024 Vintage)

"A 79% Merlot, 14% Cabernet Franc, 7% Cabernet Sauvignon blend anchored by Merlot from Block 24 (clone 481), hand-
harvested after a cool, delayed budbreak and bunch- and berry-sorted before whole berries went into closed-top French oak
cuves for 21-23 day ferments. Each block was matured separately in French oak before the final blend returned to oak for a
further six months. A little shy initially, though unfurling nicely with milk chocolate, mulberry, plum and pencil shavings before
some time in the glass reveals more prominent cedar, sweet tilled earth, graphite and spent coffee grinds. The graphite
brings a mineral feel through the perfume bringing a lovely sense of shape. In the mouth it's intense and precise - plum,
cedar, chocolate, espresso, graphite again, a subtly minty edge. Very classy and fine but with a firm assertion of grainy
tannins - not overt - but framing and elongating the wine to a long finish. | like this for its power that’s funnelled through a
linear coil to great length. A strong release."
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